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Ilegidnyn

O mEOMEO0G TOXETOS EIVAL O GNULAVTIIXOTEQOS TAQAYOVTAS OV EMNOEALEL T1) VEOYVIXT Ovnowmotnta ®ar
VOG1QOTITA XUl TNV TOLOTNTA T1)G NETETELTA CO1iS. LnUavTizt] T0000g £xel emitevyOel oTn veoyvoloyt-
%#1] @OOVTIOU, GYL OLOG RUL GTTV GVTILETOTLOT TOV TEOMOEOV TOXETOV, TAQG TNV EXTETUUEVY] EQEVVA KL
115 MoALES Oegameies mov €xovv donpacOel. H magadooraxt ®poo€yyion pe toxolvtizd pdopaxa dev
ATTOOERVUETAL MPELLIT) YLD TO VEOYVO, TUQA LOVOV O€ §V0 TEQLRTMOOELS: OTAY, OE RUNOT) LKXQOTEQT TOV
34 efdopndadmv, ouVOVALETAL [LE YOO Y101] KOQTIXOGTEQOELODV 48 DOES TOLY TOV TORETO, LE OHROTO TV O.0-
ENon Tov EMLQPAVELODQUOTIXOV TAQAYOVTIA TOV EUPEUIXOV TVEVUOVOV %Al 0TAV dLaTNEEl TV ®Vnon Yo
000 YOVO YEEWGLETAL Y0 VO peTageQOel N yuvaira g voonhevtins doupna mov dabétel ogyavopévn
EVTATI®T] HOVADX VEOYVAV. LTS VITOAOLTES TEQLTTOTELS, TTOV EIVUL KL OL TTEQLOTOTEQES, EITE 1) TOXOAVTL-
® ayoyn amoTvyydver va SaTnenioEL TV ®UNon Yo Xave Yeovixo didoTnua, €ite ov avem@vunreg
eveQyeleg eivar emfaguvtineg yia tn puntéga 1 ®or To €upouo. Yrdgyer avdyxn yla ToX0AVTIRG, LE PEYO-
AMitepn €W0OTNTA 0TO HUONIITELO, TOV B0 TEEEYOVY UEYAAUTEQT) UTOTEAECUATIXOTITA UE MUKQOTEQES
nmapevegyeres. Ilgog avty TNV ®atevBuvon gaivetar 6Tt ®IveiTaL 0 avTaymvioTis oxvtoxivng Atosiban,
TO VEOTEQO €% TOV TOXOAVTIXRMV, OV RUL ETTL TOV TEQOVTOS 1] (PAVEQT] TEOG0O0G UPoQd TNV ATQPIAELX RAL OYL
7000 TNV AXOTELECLATIROTITA.

A€Eeis xAeidid: TEAWQEOG TORETAS, TOROMON, avTeVOEEELS TOXOAVONG, OVETLBVUNTES EVEQYELES TOXOAVTXMV (POOUAXMV, TQOMEATNTAL

Ewayoyn

O TEAWEOE TORETOS ELVOL O ONUAVTLLOTEQOS TTOQG-
YOVTOG TOV EMNQEEATEL TN VEOYVIRY BvnoudTTo »ow
™V oo Ta TS peTémerta Cwng. Xdon oty ovy-
YOOVY VEOYVOAOYLXY| (PQOVTION Ol ETUTTOOELS OE NAL-
nio ®imong 34 €mg 38 efdonddmv elvar ovyroLurnd
WHEES, OUMS TOLV T OVUITAEmoT) TS 34n¢ efdoud-
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dog eEanolovBoiv va eivon copfaés (Mmoving xo
Bapiing, 2002).

ZT0Y0G TS UOLEVTLXIS (OVTiOaS etval 1 TS Y
nou Bepasteio Tov TEAwEOoL ToreTov. Ip€mel va emL-
onuavlei 0T amwTeQOg 0TdY0g elvar 1 feltioon g
vyelag Tov VEOYVOU AUECT %Ol LOHQOTEODECUA Rl
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oyt M damjenon g winong robeavtis. Avtd meé-
meL vo. Aaupavetor oy dtav uehetdvron moo-
vég Bepamelec, ool dev TEEMEL OL TOQEVEQYELES
and ) Bepamelio Vo VTEQRUAITTOUV TO TEOOOORM-
Uevo OpeAoC.

Meydho eumodio omv ovamTuEN amoTeAEOUATIRYG
Bepameiag Lot TOV TEOMEO TOXETO elval 1 EMLenn
YVAOOEMV YLO. TAL ATLOL TOV TEOmEOV ToxeToU. Eivan
ATOYONTEVTIXO OTL UEYQL onuepa M Pipioyoapia
dev avopEpel oapelc aLtieg TOU TEAMEOV TOXRETOV
oA PUOVO TOHOAOYIRES HATAOTAOELS TTOV CUOYETI-
Covton emdnuoroywmd pe avtdv. H maboguoioro-
yioL TOQAUEVEL OOLEVRQIVIOTY TTaQd TG UEYANES
TEOOAOUS TV POOIHMIV ETULOTUMV.

H tordhvon amotehel v zhaowry Bgpomevtinng
TEOCEYYLON TOU TEOwEOL toxretol. H yopnynon
TOV €VREMS yoNoLuorolovuevmy oty Evpwmn to-
HOAVTIRWV UTTOQEL VO AVOLOTETAEL TOV TTOOMOO TOXE-
16 Yo 24 weeg (OR 0.47), 48 wpeg (OR 0.57), 7
nuéoes (OR 0.60), Suwg dev Po€bnre va pewwvel
ouvolxd Tovg TEOmEovg ToxeTovg €mg 30, 32 1§ 37
efdouddes, oUte va UELOVEL OGO WOVN THG Rouio
oo TS eMTAOKES NG TEowEdTTas (Gyetvai et al.,
1999; Berkman et al., 2003). Avtéc oL avtipaTinég
OLUTTLOTMOELS (OWS OPETAOVTIOL OTLS TTOQEVEQYELES
™S TOXOAVONG, TOV XROAUTTTOUV TO TOavO Spelog
oo ™ dtoTnENoN ®UNoNg yuor wxEd 1 ueydio xo-
vixo dLdoTNUOL 1] UWITOQEL VO aVTIXATOTTTOICOVY T
Prostiny] emidoaon Tov aEyroU ouTloOAOYIXOU TTaL-
odyovta mov Eexivnoe ™ Ladraoion ToV TOXRETOU
(7. pheynovi), tpoexrhoupia).

To evdlapEov yia TV TORGAVON TARAUEVEL LOYVOO
¥AON OTNY TEXUNOLOUEVT OLaTTlOTMON OTL | YOO YN-
01 20QTXOOTEQOELWV 24-48 1IpES TTOLV OITO TEOM-
Q0 TOXETO EAOTTOVEL ONUAVTILXD TY] VEOYVLXY| OVOL-
IVEVOTIXY OUOYEQELD, TOUG VEOYVIXOUS BovdToug
row ™V vroayvoedy awpoppayio (Liggins et al.,
1972; Crowley, 2002). H eEaopdlon xodovou yio
0pdoN TV AOQTIROOTEQOEWOMV XUl TN UETOPOQA
™C EYRUOU 0€ BEQOITEVTNOLO TTOV JLBETEL 0QYOVM-
UEVY EVTOTLXY LOVADX VEOYVAV VAL, ETTL TOV TOLQO-
VTOG, Ol UOVES ETLOTNUOVIXA TEXUNOLOUEVES EVOEL-
Eelg oEetag tordivong (RCOG Clinical Guideline,
2002). AvtiBeta 1 xdvia ToxOAVOT, TOV TOQADO-
olond oxoAovBel TV oy avdoyeon Tov TEOm-
0V TOXETOU, O¢ (alvetal Vo POIOREL ETOTHUOVIKY
texunelwon (Sanchez-Ramos et al., 2003; Berkman
et al., 2003).

O avtevdeiEelg g TordAvong xat oL TOavEg ma-
pevéQyeleg mEEMEL Vo AAUPAvVOVTOL TTQOOEXTIRA
VITOPLY KOl 1] AVTLUETAOTLON VO EEQTOMUXEVETAL.
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AvtevoeiEelg

e meplmTmon eveQYOU aupoEaylag e ®imong M
TOXOAVON, OUPEVOS UEV UTOQEL VoL elva doxor, Oe-
douévou 6Tl 0 ToxeTOS Gyl wovo dev Bor amogpevy el
ol mBoavag Ba emomevobel pue noLoOQLXY TOUY,
aeTEQOL Oe Umoel vou eivar emnivouvy yiatl omg
UELDOEL T OCVOTOATIXOTITA TS UHTOOS UETA TOV TO-
%ETO RO TOOXRUAEOEL AVENUEVY QTTOAELDL OLLUATOG.
O mpodpomundg mharovvrag amotelel EeymELot
avTEVOELEN apov udiota umoQel vo amoTteAETEL O
drog autio TESmEOV TORETOV.

H eyroteomuévn yooLoouviovitdo omotehel amd-
At avtévdelEn tordhuong. Oumg xou 1 mhovr xo-
oLoapviovitida yoetdtetol WaiteEn TEOCOYN VLTt
N eEEMEN umogel va elvon tayvtat. H mpdwoen o1-
En tov eupouvindv vuEvmv, mov ovvodevel ueydio
0QLOUO TEQLITHOEWV OTTELAOUUEVOU 1] EYRATEOTNUE-
VOU TTOMOEOV TOXETOV, TEETEL VO, UVTLUETMITICETOLL
¢ mOOVY YOQLOAUVLOVITLON %L QUTO EVIOYVETAL
a7td TO YEYOVAS GTL 1) LOQ1YNON OVTLPBLOTIRMV O Olv-
™V ™V Tepimtmon €xel amodetyBel GtL Pehtiddver
™mv €xPaon g #inong (Kenyon et al., 2004). Me ta
onueowvd dedouéva, N ovtyTon yuor TOXGAVOY el
HOREOTEQO TV 48 wEMV dev UTOEEl Vo apod. Tte-
olotatird pe TEOomEN ONEN eufouindv vuévoy. Ze
outd o ddotnua €xel ohoxAnemwBOel 1 YvwoTy weé-
Aelo naL 0T OVVEYELD UGVO AUENON TOU XvdTIVoU
onpapiog yia v aobevny xou 1o Eupouo wrroel va
OVOUEVETOL.

H Bapeto mpoerhoupio amotelel emiong avtévdet-
En v tondlvon yatl ou xivduvol amtd duatiionon
™G ®imong elvor ueyoiitepol amd 1o mbavo Sge-
Moc. H toxdhvon oe avtiv v megimtmon uwooel
emioNg vo. eMOEVMOOEL TLOOVY CLLULOQQOLYTOL UETA. TOV
TO®ETO, M omolo eivon 10N amelthovpevn ASym Tov
drataoydv TINENG.

Avemi@vunteg evépyereg

O\ moQeVEQYELES TV TOROMITIHMV Elval ®dOe dAlo
ToQA apetéeg nat mowidhouy onuovtird (Iliva-
®ag 1).

B-adoevegywrol aywviotég

MéyotL mpdopato M UV RATNYOQI0 PAOUARMV UE
€vdelEN yia Bepameia TEOMEOU TOXETOV OTHY AdeLn
®UrhOQoQiag Tovg. Av xat 1 oLtodpivy elval to
TEOTUTTO TG OUTOTEAEOUATIXOTNTOS OVAQOQLXA UE
™V avaoTOM] TOU TOXETOU, OV emPefatdvetal 1
WPELELA TG 0T PEATION TV VEOYVIRMV TTALQAUE-
towv (The Canadian Preterm Labor Investigators
Group, 1992). Eyxet mbovag TG TeQLOOOTEQES KoL
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Hivaxrag 1. Zvyvotepeg avemBipnteg evépyetegs ouvBmy Toxoltndy (toomomomuévo omd Besinger , 1997)

X unréea

Y10 €upovo / veoyvo

P-adoevegyiroi aywvioTes

TaLUraOla, ®aEALOMY LoYoLUicL,
TVEVROVIRG 0idNua, vitepyivroawuia,
VITOXaALOLUO

EMNOEAOUOS TG UNTQOTTAAROVVTIXIG
HURAOPOQLOG, RO

apeuBuia xau Loyauic, VIToQoL-
YVOELITS aupogayia, vtoyhuxaiuio

avaotoleis xvxdooSvyevdong

YOLOTQEVTEQLXES dLOTAOOYEG,
OVOOOXOTOLOTOMT

VERQWTLXY| EVTEQOXOAITLON, EVOOXRQO-
viaxry opooayia, oMyduvio, Todwen
OUY?AELON TOV 0QTNELOROU TGOV, VEO-
YVIRY TIVEVUOVIXY VITEQTAON

avIaywvioTes aofeatiov

emPAduvoT roATOROLMARNG
aywyng ®ou Tauradia, vTdTao,
ATOXEATNOT VOOTOG, VAo eoToupio

ETNOEQOUOS THS UNTQOTAUROUVTLRIG
HURAOPOQIOS, OEEMON

MTEWON

VITGTOON, ®EPOAQAYIQL

svevpoviry PAGPT, vrtdtaon

Hayvioio

TIVEVHOVIXO O{dNUaL, OVOLTTVEVOTLXY
RATAOTOAY], OLQOLOKT] CLVOLROTTY],

OVOTTVEVOTLXT] ROTOOTOAY, VEOYVIRY QO
ytda, puelmwon g petafAntéTrog g

vraofeotoupic %RAQOLAKNG OUYVOTNTOG
AVTAYWVIOTEG ORVTORIVIG vavtia, xeparalyio, OVOTTVEVOTIHY OUOYEQELXL
ey vroiuio 1 dmvolo

00P0QATEQES TAEEVEQYELES AT T OUVHOY TOXOAV-
Twnd. Evoyomoleltal apevog HEV yLoL UNTory Tayv-
©n0dta, ropdioxy woyouio, xegoalakyia, vovtio
O EUETO, VITEQYAVROLULCL, VITORAAOULUIOL, TTVEVUOVL-
%0 oldnua, apeTéQov de yLar euPEuiny ToLRAQOLL
oL ROQOLANY LOYOLULCL, ETTNOEEACUS TNG UNTQOTTACL-
HOUVILXNG HUXAOQOQIOGS, VEOYVIHY VTOYAURALUiC
O TETQOITAALOLALOUS KLVOUVOU YLOL VEOYVLXY| VITOLOCL-
yvoewdn awpopoayia (Groome et al., 1992; Besinger
et al., 1997).

Avaotoleig xvrhooEvyevdong

Agv givan eynenouUEVN 1 xoon g torolvtird. Ku-
oLo¢ exmpdommog M wvdoueBoanivy. H Myn tov
PAQUAROV TTQOXOAEL TOQEVEQYELES OO TO YOLOTQE-
vreowd. Eyxel ovoyetiofel pe olryduvio, evdoxroa-
VIOKY OLUOQQEAY (0, VEXQWTILXY] EVTEQOROATLOM, OTE-
voon vepowng aptotas. Tlpoxakel mpdmwon ov-
Y®AELON TOV QLOTNELOXOU TGQOV e COPOQES EMUTTM-
OELg 0TV gUPEUINI] TVELUOVIXY] ®URAOPOQLX, LO{mg
uetd g 30-32 gfdouddec. H yorjon g oe ximon
ouTig ™S NAiog yia Tdvo and 48 weg eYRUUOVED
00003 %IVOUVO VEOYVIRNG TTVEVUOVIXNG VTTEQTAONS
(Norton et al., 1993; Itabashi et al., 2003).
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Avtoyoviotég aofeotiov

Agv glval eyrexQLUEVN 1 xoNon g Torolvtirnd. Ku-
010G exmEoommog M vigedutivy. IToorahel mrwon
™G 0QTNOLOXNG TTIEONGS, OVTOVAXACLOTIAY TO(URAQ-
Ola, nepahahyio, ratarQdTnon VYQ®V, VTAOPE-
otauic. Z1g toxohtirég dG0ELS, TOV Eivol VYMAG-
TEQES TV OVVIHBWV AVILITEQTAOLRMY, ElvOl ard-
TAMNAY Yo VITEQTAOWXES aoBeveig yLoTi 1 TTdom
™G 0QTNOLXNG TT{EONS UTOQEL var lval viteQPoAL-
%1]. Mmogel vo emnoedoeL T UNTOOTAAXOUVTLOKY
ruxAooQIia ue uNavIouovg tov dev meQLopilovTal
ot unTowy Vtdtaon. Mmopel vo TQorahé OEL TVEV-
wovird oltdnua, wiaitepo og ovyyoonynon ue f-
adpeveyrovg aywviotég (Ferguson et al., 1989).

Niteddn

Agv elvon eyrexQuuévn 1 xoMon g TOXOAUTIXA.
Eyouv woyvor] aviwmegraoiry dQdor Tov WroQel
VO TQOXOAEOEL TTALEVEQYELES TOOO OTY) UNTEQX GO0
®al oto €upovo. Evoyomorovvron yiar negarahyia
(Black et al., 1999) oALd now wE{naon Tov Tea Aoy
™mc witeag (Ledingham et al., 1999). Z¢ in vitro met-
oauatnéc ueréteg PoEONxre OTL 0 EVEQYOS TOUG Ue-
taforitng NO xan 10 vepoEeidio evavovran TouyE-
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WS 0TO ®UVPEMOLRG VYOO TTEOS EVAIOELS TTOV OUITEVEQ-
YOTOLOUV OTTOTELECUATIRA TOV ETTLPAVELOOQAOTIRG
TAQAYOVTA 1AL QUTO €YElPEL VITOVOLOL OTL WTOQEL VaL
mporaléoel mvevpoviny Prapn (Haddad et al,
1994).

O¢elino payviiolo

Agv glval eyrReXQLUEVT 1 XON O WS TOXOAVTIRG. X0-
olg vo natéyel xogupala BEomN wg TEOS TV TOROAV-
TN 0pdon, aviaymviteton emdEla T ELtodQivy ™S
OGS TIC aeVEQYeLeS. [Toorahel o yevirevuévn
WoYAAaoN OVTOYMVIEOUEVO Tl LOVTAL 0.OBEO0TiOV
xnard ) 8{0d6 Toug artd Toug SLAUAOUS TG KUTTOQL-
wijc ueupodvng. H un edxy dpdon moorahel mo-
Meotianég mapeveépyetec. H untépa »ivduvevel og
oEeia yoorpynon amd eEdpels, vovtia, dvomvola,
OVOTTVEVOTIXY] ROTOLOTOMY], TTVELUOVIXRG Oldnua ®ow
B won dudvolog ov duoyeQaiveL T Mjyn ouyxa-
ta0eons yio tatowrég mpd&els (Eliot, 1983; Ghia et
al., 2000) evd o€ xodovLa X0 YNON ATtS OOTEOTOQM-
on, vepeohBioon xou omtinég drotappayés (Digre
et al., 1990; Smith et al., 1992; Sameshima et al.,
1997; Mittendorf et al., 2004). To €upouo xvduvev-
gL amd Poaduradio row peliwon g uetafintd-
tog ™g ®opdarng ovyvottag (Peaceman et al.,
1989) eva) T0 VEOYVO GG OVOTTVEVOTIRY] HOTAOTOM),
vrotovia, payitda xal avEnon Bvnowdmrog oe
Baoog owuarog rotd ™ yévvnon 700-1250g (Brady
et al., 1967; Scudiero et al., 2000). H evdogiépia
xoonynon Belinoy poryvnotov ostantel OTeEVH mToQo-
®ohouON oM eite pe ouvey TEOOINOQLOUS EMITTEdMV
Mg otov 006 eite pe ovyvi] ®hvixn €E€Taon now
Eheyyo aviavoxrhaourdv. [opdt eEanorovdel va
yonownomoteiton evpéwg otig HITA yua toxdlvon, 1
yonon tov omv Evpdnn megropitetar oty mooin-
Y1 EXAAUTTIROV ROIOEWV O¢ Papeio mpoexrhawpio.

AVTOYOVIOTES ORVTORIVIG

To Atosiban amotehet ede nouw Aya xodvia to dev-
TEQ0 douaro te €vOelEn yia Bepamelo TEAWEOV
TOXETOU 0TV AOELX XUXAOQOQTOS TOV. & SUTAES TU-
YOLOTOMUEVES nerETeg qailvetan eEloov amotehe-
ouotwd Pe T OLtodivn ®ow TN VUpedUTivy, oG
mheovertel LOoYVEA €vavtl TG ELTodEivng ot
amovoia cofapwv mogevepyelv (Romero et al.,
2000; Ingemarsson et al., 2003), &yt Sumg 1oL TG Vi-
pedutivng (Coomarasamy et al., 2003). Novrtia, xe-
galakyia, €UeTOL %Ol VITEQYAVRALUIO CVOYETIOON-
%o ue 1o Atosiban av xou oAU omavidTeEQM RO TO-
M nmidTeQa amo ™) ELTodQiVY. ZNUELDOVETOL TAVTMS
ot M enidoon oto EuPEvo xaL To veoyve dev Oua-
PEQEL aTTO TN ELTOOQRIVN 1] TN UM TOXSAVOM, OV CLPOLL-
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oebel n mpéhela ad T XOENYNON ROQTIXOOTEQOEL-
dwv (The worldwide Atosiban versus Beta-agonists
Study Group, 2001). EAnideg naihegyovvron emi
TOV TORAVTOS ATt T 10N Tov Atosiban evdodep-
wxd yio. ToxoAvorn ovvienong. XAaon oty oov-
olo ooPapav mapeVEQYELDV (OmS etaAnBevTOVY TOL
TEAOQOU  EVVOIXRG  OTTOTEAEOUATO WS TETOLUG
aywyig (Valenzuela et al., 2000).

Xuuregdopata,

H toxdhvon eEarolovbel orjuepa va amotelel €va
wovo tujua e Bepameiog Tov TEOMEOU TORETOU
®at Oyl ohoxAnowuévn avrotehj Oepameia. H yon-
o1 TG TEETEL VO AauPaveL VIt SYLv Tig eldRES OUV-
Ornec ndbe meQLOTOTLXOU KoL TIG SLOBECLUES LOTOL-
®Eg VINEeOies, Waltepa TV VIaEN 0QYUVOUEVNGS
uovadog evrotiung Bepameiag veoyvav.

KaBohxy ovvaiveon galvetol vo ®atéyeL 1 xonot-
uoTTo TOXOAVONG Yo 48 peg 0 TEOMQEO TORETO
®rdtw TV 34 efdouddmv ®inong, ue oromo T YON-
YNON ROQTLROOTEQOELIMV YLO TNV MEIUAON TWV EU-
Povir®v mvevpudvmv N T UETAPOQA TS YUVA{rag
og voooxopeio mov OLaBETeL povada eviotxtg Oe-
pameiag veoyvav. O o VTOAOLTOL TEQLOTATLRA
TEEMEL VO dLaymELoTOUV 0g dvo ouddes avdioyo
UE TNV ROTAOTAON TWV EUPQUIRMY VUEVOV.

Av ou gppovinot vuéveg elvon dpenxToL %o | nirio
®inong dve twv 34 efdouddmv de @aivetor vo
vrdEyeL Adyog tordhvons. Av 1 nhria ®imong ei-
vou »dtom tov 34 efdouddmv xou £xel 10N yivel mpo-
ETOLUOLOTOL UE ROQTLROOTEQOELIN, 1) TOXOAVON UTOQEL
VoL ETTLYELQE(TOL 1] VOL OUVEYILETAL OTA TAALIOLOL EQEV-
VTRV TTOWOTOROAAMV.

Av vrtdyel meomEn oNEN euPEUIRGOY VUEVDV KL M
Nt ®imong eivan dvo tmv 34 efdouddmv 1 Toxs-
Mon meénel va amogeUyeTol yloti 0 ®ivduvog yo-
ooapviovitdag eivar vymhds. Mepwwol pdiioto
vtoomEiCovv ot xow vdtm Tmv 34 efdouddwv emi
OMENG euPouinmv VUEveV avm tov 48 wEMV TELV
™MV €VOEEN TOXETOU, OEV OTAUTETOL O HAAOWKOS
ouvOLAOUGS TORGAVONG ROL XOQHYNON KOQTIXOOTE-
Q0ELOMV YLt TO stress oV TEOXOAEL 1 OHEN TWV
VUEVDYV, ®aBMS ®ow To (010 TO altio TS oNENG, £xovv
NON empeQel MEIUAON TWV EUPQUIRMV TVEVUOVOV
ue uowée dadwoaoies. Xe vdbe meQimTmon 1 To-
®OhoN el TEOWENS ONENS euPouindv VUEVWV
amotehel pa emnivouvn Looomiol LETAED mpEleL-
ag xou PAAPNGS ot unTéQa 1AL TO EUPOUO KAl TOE-
TEL VO OUTOTEAEL TTQOVOULO EUTTELQWV OF TTALOOUOLOL
TEQLOTATIRA LOTOMV RO EVTOS RATAMNAWY VOOORO-
UELORDY WOVAIMV.
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Summary

Preterm labour is the most important single deter-
minant affecting neonatal mortality and morbidity,
as well as quality of life. Although large progress
has been seen in neonatal care, little has been
achieved so far in the treatment of preterm labour,
despite of the large number of treatments that have
been tried. The traditional use of tocolysis has not
been shown to improve neonatal outcome apart
from two occasions: when, in a gestation smaller
than 34 weeks, time is gained to allow for a full
course of corticosteroids, in order to enhance lung
maturation, and when there is need for in-utero
transfer to a hospital that can provide neonatal in-
tensive care. In all other cases tocolysis either fails
to prolong the pregnancy or the fetal/maternal ad-
verse effects counteract the gain from delaying
labour. There is need for tissue specific tocolytics
that will provide higher efficacy with fewer side ef-
fects. Oxytocin-antagonist Atosiban, which is the
newest of currently available tocolytics, is a clear
step forward, although the proven advantages ap-
pear to be defined to safety but not efficacy so far.

Key words: preterm labour, tocolysis, tocolysis contra-indica-
tions, tocolytics’ adverse effects, prematurity
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