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ITegidnym

H éMhewym povddov evratinig @peoviidag veoyvov mEoralel ouyvd 0TOVS LOLEVTIQES TEQLPEQLAMV VO-
OOXOUEIOV TEOPANUATIONOVS WG TEOS TOV LOAVIXO YOOVO TEQAINGNG OQLOUEVOV XUNOEDV. LXOTOS TG
avadQoXNS aUTH|S LEAETNS EIVOL 1) EXTIUNON TOV TAQAYOVIOV XIVOUVOL YL EXOAWOT GVATTVEVOTIXYG
dvomoayiag oto veoyvd mov yevviiOnxrav o€ exagylaxo Noooxopeio.

EEetdoOnxzav oL dtaxomdés veoyvav mov yevviOnxzav petd tnv 34n efoondda nar pe pagog > 2 kg ano
10 voooxroueio Agyovg mpog t1ig MLE.O. «Ilaidwv» rard tnv 4etia 2002 — 2005 (n=21) o o(€om ne to ov-
voLo TOV POEPOV TOV YEVVIION®AV 0TO VOOOXOLELD OVTO ®ATd TO (010 YoOoVire didotnua (n = 1226). Ae-
®raevvea amo ta 21 megrotatind dtaxopiodnxrav pe dudgogovs faburovs avarvevotiniig dvoyiperag var 2
Adym troyns 00éyng.

TNV opdoa TOV SLaxopd®V, OO 1TV UVALEVOUEVO, VITTO)YE VTEQ-AVILTQOTMOTEVOT TV TEODQwV (34
— 37 efdopdadmv: eniiro mbavornTtov teomgorntas OR = 12.3) wor tov veoyvav younlov fdeovg yév-
vnons (2 - 2.5 kg, OR = 4.6). EmuwAéov, fjtav avENUEVO TO TOCOGTO TOV YEVVIILEVOV LE RULOUQLXY] TOUY
(OR = 2.9) nor avtov pe meoyooupatiopnévny yévvnon (pre-planned delivery) dnAladt yoeis va tgonyn-
0el avropatn €vagEn toxetov (n = 10, 48%). Eivan aEloonueinTo 6TL 070 TAQATAVO OOVIXO didoTnua
daxopioONxav novo to 8% twv veoyvav pe pdgog yévvnong 2 - 2.5 kg. Avrtifeta, ta 3 fagitepa weQLoTa-
TI®d OVOTTVEVOTIXIG OVOYEQELAS APOEOVTaY VEOYVA OV YevviiOnrav ne fdoog 3.2-3.3 kg otnv 351 - 37q
efdopdada xvmong.

H oofagov Paduov avarvevotiry] dOvoy€oela TEAELOUNVOV VEOYVAV OEV EIVAL OAVIO (PULVOUEVO %L TO
EXTIULONEVO BAQog YEVVNIONS £YEL OYETIXY) NOVo mEoyveoTivy aEia. Ta gvprjpatd pag givar o€ oupgovia
ULE TEOOPATES ONUOCLEVTELS OV SELYVOUV GUOYETLON TNG UAVATVEVGTIXIG OVOYEQELAS LE TTQOYQU IO TL-
ouéveg yevvijoers, wing K.T., mowv anxdé v 381 gfdondda. IIibavag n veoyviri] vooneotnto nxogei va,
RELWOEL TEQULTEQW PHECW EMERTAONG TOV Screening yia X.A. #Unong oto 30 Toipnvo »HNoNg, CUYVOTEQNS
XONON SLAYVOOTIXNG GUVIOREVTINONG TOLY OO TQOYQUUUATIONEVES YEVVIIOELS mtepl Tnv 371 gfdopndda
%OL EVOEYOUEVWS EXEXTAOT TOV DLOOTIUOTOS YOOTYNON)S XOQTIXOTTEQOELODY VLU TVEVLOVLKT] 0QINAOT).

AEEELS HAELOLA: VEOYVIXRY OVATTIVEVOTLXY] VOO QOTITO, VEOYVIXY] AVOITVEVOTIXY OUOYEQELD, VEOOS VaAoedOTs HepPodvng, TeoyQau-
UOTIOUEVT] ROULOTQLXY] TOUN
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Ewayoyn

H oavamvevoturyy duompayic  twv  veoyvav
(Neonatal respiratory distress syndrome, RDS) mo-
QaUEVEL Ml atd TG HVQLES OULTIES VEOYVIRNG VOON-
o0ttag xou Ovnrdmtag mwoed TS UEYAAES TEOO-
doug mov onueLOONKOY 0T PEOVTIOL TWV VEOYVAV.
Ta mepuoodtepo emayond Noooxoueiar oty
EMGda 0ev duabétouv povada evratinig Bepouel-
ag (M.E.®.) veoyvaiv ovte €xouv ) duvordtnta
EXTELEONS OLAYVOTLRNG OUVIOTAQAREVTNONG YL
extiunon g mvevuovirig wowudmras. Kdto and
outég Tig ovvOireg ot Mawevtry Khviniy tov T.N.
ApYyoug €vag amtd Tovg OTOYOUS NG TTOREYXOUEVNS
poovtidag elvar 1 €AOYLOTOTOMON TWV TEOWOEMV
Toxetav 0to Noooxopeio outd moLv amo T CUUITAY-
owon Twv 36 eBdouddwv. H emitevEn avtov tov
0téY 0V €EaQTATOL OUYVA 0TS TV EYRaLEY dLoxOUL-
O eyrUmv ue amethoiuevo 1 eVOEVUOUEVO TORETO
oty 351 1 xow 36m gfdouddo ®UMoNg TEOS KEVTQL-
nd Marevtijola. Evtoutolg, ou dtoxoudéc eyrivmv
0€ QUTES TIG NMRIES HUNONS TAQAUEVOUV OUPLAEYO-
uevo Tritnuo zow eviote emoUQOVY ERQLTIXG. O)O-
Mo oo Tovg EQNUEQEVOVTES OTa REVTOWHA Maev-
THOL0L OOV TTOLOOITE WTOVTOL TOL TTEQLOTOTLRA cvtd. H
uehét ovty eEetdlel Oheg LG SLOMOULIES VEOYVAV
mov yevviiOnrav oto Noooxoueio AQyoug HeTd v
347 gfdoudda ®imong xnat Tagovoicoay TEopAjua-
TO ®VEIMES TOV AVOITVEVOTIROU CUOTHUATOS. 2ROTTOS
elvan va extiun0el, VIO TO PG Rl TNG OYETHNG PL-
PAoypapiog, ®otd TOoo eival dALOAOYNUEVES OL
TEOMTTTLRES dLoOWLOES in utero UETA TN CUUTANR-
owon twv 34 efdouddmwv rimong, T6oo ueydarog ei-
vaur 0 xivduvog RDS yia ta veoyvd avtd xow ratd
000 umoel 0 rivouvog va weoPrepdel amd ta po-
EVTIRA RALVIRA XOOOXTNOLOTIXA TOV ndOE TEQLOTA-
THoU.

Yiro row M€0odoL

[ponetton yiow avadoomxy uehétn mov agod dLa-
HOWOES vEOyVaV %atd to 4etéc dudomua artd lo-
voudro 2002 €wg to Agxéuforo 2005 amd 1o Nooo-
nopuelio Apyovg mpog ™ M.E.®. twv Noooxoueimv
«JTaidwv» AbBnvav.

210 Noooxoueio autd oe TEQUITMOELS ATTELLOVUE-
VOU TTEOMQEOU TORETOU 1 TEQATMONS TOU TOXETOU
O amtd T CuUTAEwon Twv 36 eRdouddwv (MAt-
®nia winong <35+6) yonowwomoleltar avtiotouya -
0€ OUVAQTNON %L PE TIC KMVIRES EVOEIEELS - TORO-
Aon xah] dwaxomdr] g eyrvov og Matgvtiola
voooxoueiwv mov dLoBETovy vEOoyvoroyLrRS TUTUO.
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Kogptinootepoedr] xopnyouvior og OAeg TS TEQL-
TTWOOELS TOV EUPAVICOUV ONUAVTIXES TOAVOTNTES
TEQATMONS TS ®UNONS TTEO NS CuuTAjomong 34
epdonddmv. Zrg yevvioelg elte amd TV ®oAmni
™V ®othian] 086 elvol TOQEMV 0 TAdIATEOS O OTOi-
0G avalauPAveL TNV ovavNPY ROL TEQULTEQW EXTI-
UNom TS RATAOTOONS TOU VEOYVOU.

Katd 1o €€etalouevo xoovird didomua uévo ortm
oo ta 1226 PBoggn mov yevvinrav elyav miwio
ninong wreotepn twv 34 efdouddmv M Pdoog ui-
%1p0tepo twv 2.0 kg natd ) yévvnon. Ta veoyvd
otd €xovv eEapebel oo ™ perétn emedry duaxo-
utCovrav mayimg oto voooxoueio «Ilaidwv» g
AbBnvag aveEdomra and v xatdotaot] tovs. Emi-
mhéov, €xovv eEaupebel Gheg oL dLamowdES AGym
OUYYEVAV OVOUAMMV 1] VEOYVIXOU XTEQOV. Emoué-
vig, oy apovoa neét eEetdlovran dronomdEg
VEOYVAV 7OV yevvOnxrav petd v 34n gfdoudda
%o TV oroiwv 1 dvompayia dev ogelleTon og ovy-
vevelc avopalies g dudmhaong. Ta xigla xhvind
YOQUKTNOLOTRG TV TEQLOTATIXRMY VEOYVIXNG OLa-
nowdNg availovial 0g CUOYETLON UE TO OUVOMXO
mBuoud Poepav mov yevviOnrav oto Noooxo-
ueto pog nard to dLo xovird didotnua.

Availvon Evonuarov

Kartd to dudomua twv 4 tkv, and Iavovdoro 2002
€wg 10 Aenéuporo 2005, oto Noooxoueio Apyoug
yevviOnrav ovvolnd 1218 Peégpn og miwria ®in-
ong >34 gfo. now ue Pdoog yévvnong >2.0 kg xou-
oapwn tou €ywve oe 380 mepuntaoels (31% tov
ouvolroU aLBuot yevvioewv). Ilevnvrooxrt (58)
amd 1o PEEPN mov YEVVIONRAY NTaV TEOMQEM UE
NAuxto wimong petaEv 3440 xal 3646 efdouddmv.
Bdpog yévvnong uwmpdtego amd 2.5kg (2.0<BW
<2.5) onuewwbnre o€ 38 TEQLITOOELS.

210 mapamdve dwdomua €ywvay 21 draxoudég veo-
yvov pBdoovg > 2.0 kg o nhriog winong > 34
efdouddmv and ta omoto 13 (62%) eixav nhwxio
ninong ueyalvteon 1 ton ue 37 efdouddec now 18
(86%) elyav Papog ueyaritepo 1 (oo pe 2.5 kg. Xe
raplo epimtmon n nhxia ximong dev Eemépaoe g
41 gfdouddec.

Ta 19 and ta 21 meQLotoTnd 0poQOvoaY CVOITVED-
otrd mpoPajuata: AguteQoyevig dmvolo og 3 Tte-
outtoels xou avamvevonry ovoyéoeta (RDS) ex-
dnhovpevn mg tavmvola - yoyyvouog oe 16 megl-
mrwoelc. O tpdmog yévvnong rav K.T. og 11 mept-
TTOOELS ROl ROMTIROC TORETOC O¢€ 8. ZtaL vitdhouta 2
meglotativd M €vOelEn domomdiic Tov veoyvou
Hrov nonyj 0p€ym - vmBpdtnta. To €va and ta veo-
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yvd owtd rjtav small-for-dates nau yevviiOnxre ue
QUOLOAOYLXO TOoXETO oty 40m gfdoudda eve To G-
Mo yevvnOnre ue K.T. oty 371 efdoudda ximong.
To Pdoog xatd ) yévvnon rtav 2.55 kg nou ong
dU0 TEQLTTWOELS.

Iotopwd conyapmdovg dafrtov (X.A.) xinong
VITHOYE O€ 2 OTd TO TEQLOTATIRG UE OLVALTTVEVOTLXA
moofMuata. X 3 AAAEC TEQLTTWOELS TEON Y ONHE
ONUOVTLXY XOMWON TOU auvIaxoU VYQOU UE UNAMDOVLO
(o€ 2 meQUTTOOELS ROATILROU TORETOU 1oL OF Wiat TTe-
olmtwon emelyovoags K.T. Adyw arholwong mol-
uwv). Idaviwg og navéva and ta 21 meprotatind
dev veEav onueict 1 CLUTTOUOTO. EVOOUNTOLOG
MotumEng, avapiog tov epufeuvov, TEOUUATOS TNG
untépag, mooexhawypiag 1 AAng oEelog mabnong
™S UNTEQUG.

ZuvolMrd og 12 amd ta 21 mepuotannd (57%) m
vévvnon €ywe ue rawoawrr] toun (K.T.). Koo €v-
delEn entéheong K.T. rjrav moonynBelioa K.T.
(n=5) evad ot evdeiEelg meQuhaufdvovtar emiong
mofohoynd napdiotoroypdenue. (n=2), dvoava-
Movyia (n=2), canyaowdng dwapritng ximong (n=2)
rat oy weoPory (n=1). Ze 10 and ta 21 mwet-
otatrd (48% Tou OUVOAOUV) M YEVVION NTOY TTQO-
yoouratlouévn («po-oyediaouévn», pre-planned).
2vyrexnpuéva, ot 9 amd tig 12 KUT. €ywvav entdg to-
%neTov, o¢ 4 meQuToels oty 36m - 371 gfdoudda
®imong Adyw eponyuévov Bulaniov, vrolewmoe-
VNG avdamtuEng M un xafnovyaotxol ®odlotoro-
YOOPHUOTOS KOL OTLS VTTOAOLTTES S TTEQLTTWOELS UETA
™ ovumAiomwon g 37mg efdouddas. Emiong, ot
utat oo g 9 TEQUITTMOELS ROMTIRNG YEVVNONG EYLVE
TEOXANOT TORETOU YL TOOAYY TOQATOOLRNG HUN-
ong.

To ol PaUteQa TEQLOTATIRA OVOTTVEVOTIRIG OU-
ompaylog 0poQOUY VEOYVA OV YEVVONHOV UE
Nma TEowEdTNTa AAAG TO PAQOS KATA TN YEVVNION
NTov ®oL otg 3 TEQLITMOELS UEYOAUTEQO 1] (00 ue
3.2 kg. AvalutindteQa, oL TEQUITMOELS OUTES TTEQL-
houfavouv: (o) dopev Pdooug 3.2 kg mov yevvion-
xe ue K.T. omv 351 epdoudda »imong Adym autd-
wotng eNENS Buhaxiov oe €dagog moonynBeiong

K.T., (f) 0iv Bagovg 3.3 kg mov yevviOnxe ue av-
TOUOTO PUOLOAOYLRG TORETO otV 36m ePdoudda
nimong oe €daog rahwg QUOWESHEVOL Cary QM-
doug drapritn winong »aw (y) dpoev Pdoovg 3.2 kg
wov yevvioOnure ne mpoyoappotiopévn KT, oto té-
hog g 37mg efdouddag winong Adyw moonynOei-
ong K.T. Ztg mpoteg dU0 meQuItdoels o veoyvd
TOQOVOLOoaY JEVTEQOYEVN ArtvoLa ®aw dlomopuiodn-
%nav UETA amd dtaomwiivewon g toayetas. To Toito
veoyvo duamoulonxre petd to mewto 24mo. Ala-
yvaoodnre eupévovoa eufuiny] xvxrhogoolo nau
TVEVULOVLUT] VTTEQTOLON KO XOELAOONHE TOQUTETAUE -
VN ovoTvevoTvt vtootiolEn ot MLE.©. veoyvav.
H otaniouxy avdhvon pe donpaoto chi-square
€de1Ee oTaTLOTIRMG ONUAVTLRY CLUOYETLON TNG dLokOo-
wdfg veoyvav pe tao €51g QOXRTNOLOTIXA ROTA
oeLpd onuavtroTTag: (o) nArio ®imong wneote-
on and 37 ovuminowuéves efdouddec, (B) Pdoog
vévvnong <2.5 kg xaw (Y) YEVVNOoN UE ROLOQQXY| TO-
un. Meta&l tov dtorouobévimv veoyvov o mba-
VOTNTES TEOWEATTOC, PAEOVS <2.5Kg ®OL ROLOAQL-
wg Tounc frav avtiotoryo 12.3, 4.6 now 2.9 @opég
ueyohitepeg oo O,TL O0TO YeVIRO TANOuops veo-
yvav. Avotuyog dev fitav duvatd va TexunolmOel
OTATIOTLRMG %L 1] CUOYETLON TV SLOXOWODV Ue
TOV  TOQAYOVTO,  «TTQOOYEOLOOUEVES  YEVVIOELS»
("pre-planned delivery") agov dev yvmoiCape To
0%QPES TOOOOTO TWV TEAEVUTAIV OTO YEVIRG GUVO-
MO TV YEVVIOEMV.

Ta gvonuata ™G oTaToTRgg avdivong ovvoyito-
vtau otov mivoxro 1:

Xvintnon / Tvunepdopata

And to mpoavapepBEvto vpfuata TorUITEL OTL,
OTtMS NTAV OVOUEVOUEVO, OTNY OUA TWV OLOLOUL-
dwv elvar oxetmag vymhd (over-represented) T
TOCOOTA TEOMOWV VEOYVMV %L VEOYVAV UE YOUN-
AG Bagog yévvnonge. Elvor yvwotd ot o epfouindg
veUUovog TEETEL VA TEQAOEL UECA Otd OVVOETEC
TQOCOUQUOOTLRES OLAdAOTES DOTE VO ETLTUYEL CLULE-
omg UETA TN YEVVNON TN PEATLOTY OvTLoTOLY (O OLEQL-

Iivaxrog 1
IInAizo mBavotitov (Odds Ratio) Twn Chi-square p
YLO TOVG TOQAYOVTES TS COLOTEQNS OTHANG
Hhuxio wimong uetagu 12.3 455 p < 0.001
34 nou 37 efdonddmv
Bdpog yévvnong 2-2.5 kg 4.6 8.0 p <0.01
Kowoapin) Toun 2.9 6.4 p < 0.025
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ouov / oupdrmong twv xupehidwv. H amotuyia ov-
TG TNS TQOOUQUOYNS WTOQEL VO 0dNYY|O€L O€ aTele-
®taoteg, RDS now vooo vahoedois pepufodvng ue
OOPOQES %Al LOKQOYQOVIES ETUTTMOELS OTNV VYELQ
Tov Beépovc. Eivan emiong yvwotd ot 1 mpomedty-
Ta glval 0 #UELOG oA yovTag ®VOUVOU Rt GTL OL
veoyvwrol Odvator elvar omdvior petd tg 37+0
epdounddec xumong.

Evtoutolg, axopo ®ou poe ader] exTiunon twv amro-
teleopdtwv pnog odnyel oty dtartiotmon ot N TEOw-
ootta dev elvar 0 HovadrGg TOQEAYOVIOS ®LvOU-
vou Yo avamvevotky] duompayia-dvoyéoeia: Oe-
narpio amo ta 21 draropoBEévta veoyvd Nrav nue-
pohoylommg wowua ("term neonates") dMnhadn elyov
vrepfet tig 37 efdouddeg vinong xouw uévo 3 and
TA TEQLOTATLRA TNG UEAETNG Uag Elyov PAQOG YEVVN-
ong ureoteo twv 2.5 kg. Ta evprjuota autd ovu-
PWVOUV UE TOAOPATES ONUOOLEVOELS TTOU TEXUNQLM-
VOUV TV UITaEN TEGOHETMV TOQAYOVTOV ®IvOUVOU
YLOL OVATTTUEN OVOTIVEVOTLRYG OUOTTQALY OIS VEOYVEAIV.
AvoryvopiCetal 1 ouoyETLon ™ VOoOoU TV VAAOEL-
dwv peupoavav pe rnowoagwés toués (Beyond et
al., 2003; Ayachi et al., 2005) ®abdg ®ow pe mo-
vooupatouéveg yevvioelg mow (Le Ray et al,
2005) v o petd (Ayachi et al., 2005) and ™ ov-
urthiowon 37 efdouddmv ®imong. Mdioto opLouE-
VOL OUYYQOE(S ROTOAMYOUV VO TTEOTEIVOUV ¥O10N
XKOQTIXOOTEQOELOMV  YLO. CVOTTVEVOTIXNY  QIHOoN
onoua xow oty 38n efdopdda ninong (Stutchfield
et al., 2005).

Emopévmng ot uehétn auty, ®al og ouugpovia Ue to
mogandve PLpioyoagpird dedouéva, ovodeLrvio-
VIOl -€XTOS OO TV TEOWEOATNTO- MC ONUOVTLROL
TOQAYOVTES HLVOUVOU YLOL EUPAVLON OVOITTVEVOTURNG
dvomparylog 1 YEvynon ue rooaouxny tTou alhd xon
1N YEvvnon xmoig autépaty €voeEn toretol, diadi|
N «teooyediaouévy» yévvnon. O ovvdvaouds twv
TOQUTAV® TOQUYOVTWY, OMMAd 1 TEOYQOUUOTL-
opévn K.T., gaivetal vo elvor o devtepog o€ onua-
olo Todywv ®vdUVoOU PETA TNV TEOWEATNTA ClpOv
evvéa amd ta 21 veoyvd xat 2 amd ta 3 ue ™ ooPo-
00TeQN avomvevoTny duompaylon yevvOnuay ue
ROLOOQLXY TOWN TTOO TNG EVaEENS ToxETOV. AT TV
AAN TAEVQA, ATTOVOTOL AUTWV TWV TOQAYOVIWMVY KLV-
dvvou, dMhadi avtduatn €vopEn ToreTov UETA ™)
ovutAjowon 37 epfdouddmv ximong vmipge udvo
o 6 and 1o 21 meprotoTvd domomdng amd o 6
oWTd TEQLOTATLIRA OYETICOVTOY ®UQIWS Ue Toovaia
unroviov xow/r oxenny eufovomueny SOvoovaio-
yioL.

Av xon 1o awEnuévo fAog Tov veoyvou el OVOyE-
To0el ue pelmon g veoyvirng vooneotras amno
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RDS (Ott et al., 1987), evtoutolg »atd T YQOVIrY
meptodo mov eEetdoaue, Oiaxouliodnrav povo 3
oo 38 veoyvd (7.8%) ue Pdoog yévvnong 2 - 2.5 kg.
Tovto elvor ovuPotd pe v veobeon ot oL Tod-
YOVTEC OV TTEORAUAOUV (xEd PAQOg Tov veoyvou W
TEOWQEO TOXETO 1) %o 1) Bt M avtduat EvaEn Tto-
%ETOU WTOQEL VoL OYETICOVTOL e emTdyuvon moiua-
ONG TV TVEVUOVIRWV RVYPEADWV (.. u€ow evdo-
YEVOUG €XrQLONG %OQTIXOOTEQOEWWV). ol mapd-
dewyna, €yovv avagepbel ehaTTOUEVO TOCOOTA
RDS o¢ 8{dvueg nunoeig q meomon eHEN vuEvwy
(Le Ray et al., 2005). AvtiBeta, otv dAln dron Tou
pdaouatog Ba wrogovoe nraveis vo vmobEoel ot
OQLOUEVES TTEQUTITMOELS PREQWV ne Pdoog >3.2 kg
mowv amo v 381 efdonddo ninong wropet va oye-
TiCovron ue AavBdavovio coxyawdn diafirjty »im-
oNG, OOV OL OTAUTHOELS O LVOOUAIVY) QWEAVOUV
R00deVTIRA 0TT6 TO 20 0T0 30 TElUNVO ®UNoNG &l-
vaur duvotd vo dotoayOel SYPLua 0 HETOLOAMOUOS
™G YAURGING omSpa xa HETA s Lol PUOLOAOYLXT
eE€taon screening g 26mg efdonddoag ®imong.

270 €QWTNUOL OV WITOEL VO TEOPAEPOE 1 eupdvion
ONUOVTLANG  OVATIVEVOTIKNG OUOTQAYIOS TOU VEO-
YVOU {mELS KONON CLUVIOTOQOXREVINONG 1 OTTAVTNOT
elval g 1 avomvevotrvy dvompayio to RDS elvan
ev uépel mooPréyiun oto Pabud mov cvoyetiCeton
UE TNV TQOWEOTNTOL KOAL TNV EXTEAEON KOLCOUQLKNG
TOUNG -LOLATEQX TTEO TNG EVOQENG TOXETOV- OV RO
TO EXTLUOUEVO PAQOS TOV PREPOUS OV PalVETOL VO
€yeL Lootun mooyvootn a&ia. Ildvrog dev elva
omdvia emmhoxn ool 3 amd T S8 mEdwEa VEOyVA
wog (5%) ovupetodmony ometinuxy yuoo ™ Con
ovomvevotivy duompayic. oV ®oL ETQOAELTO YL
NUNOELS XAUNAOU wvdivovy, pe Papog yévvnong
>3.2 kg. YrevOuuiCeton 6t tar 3 owtd fagutepa me-
QLOTOTLRG TTEQLAAUPAVOVY VOV QUTOUOTO TOXRETO
tayeiog eEEMENG now 2 K. T. extdg toretov. AMm-
ote ot Ayachi xouw ovv. (Ayachi et al., 2005) avoeé-
povv gwoaymyr] oe M.E.O. mepimov 20 tehetdunvamv
(>37w) veoyvav avd €10g e vOOO VAAOELOOUS HE-
Podvng.

ZUUTTEQUOUATLRMG, POLVETOL OTL TOW Amd T OU-
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Summary

This retrospective study examines the transferals of
neonates from the Maternity ward of Argos Hospi-
tal to a tertiary pediatric I.C.U. Rural hospitals lack
the capability to provide intensive neonatal care and
to examine amnionic fluid for fetal lung maturity in-
dices. Our aim was therefore to seek antenatally
identifiable risk factors for development of neonatal
respiratory distress.

Neonates transferred due to neonatal jaundice or
congenital malformations and all neonates born at
gest age 33+6 or less and/or weighing at delivery 2
kg or less were excluded from the study. Over a 4-
year period 21 neonates (born after completion of
34 weeks and weighing >2.0 kg at delivery) were
transferred to a major pediatric hospital due to vari-
ous levels of respiratory distress (n=19) or poor
feeding (n=2). These cases are studied in compari-
son with 1117 non-transferred neonates born in the
same period at the same institution.

Among the 21 transferal cases there was over-repre-
sentation of premature infants (OR=12.3 for birth
at <37w), low birthweight infants (OR=4.6 for BW
<2.5 kg) and infants born by the abdominal route
(OR=2.9 for cesarean). There was also a relatively
high percentage (48%) of pre-planned births, i.e.
deliveries in the absence of spontaneous onset of la-

bor. In spite of the over-representation of low birth-
weight infants among transferals, it is worth noting
that overall the majority of LBWs did very well: on-
ly 8% of those weighing 2.0 - 2.5 kg requested spe-
cial care. On the other hand our 3 most severe cases
(2 cases of secondary apnea/hyaline membrane dis-
ease and one case of pulmonary hypertension/per-
sistent fetal circulation) occurred in babies deliv-
ered at the 35th - 37th week and weighing 3.2 - 3.3
kg.

Obviously life-threatening respiratory failure may
well occur in near-term babies weighing >3 kg. Es-
timated birthweight does not seem to be a reliable
prognosticator; however, new risk factors emerge in
the literature. This study corroborates the signifi-
cance of pre-planned deliveries and deliveries by
elective cesarean section before completion of 38
weeks as risk factors for development of neonatal
respiratory distress syndrome. Expanding the per-
formance of maternal screening for occult gesta-
tional diabetes in the 3rd trimester and liberal use
of amniocentesis for estimation of fetal lung maturi-
ty in planned deliveries before 38 weeks could pos-
sibly reduce neonatal morbidity.

Key words: neonatal respiratory morbidity, neonatal respiratory
distress, hyaline membrane disease, elective cesarean
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