
eracy, all other factors (age and family status) being 
equal, and this outcome is statistically significant at 
α=0.05. However, results for university graduates 
and over (“Ieducatio_3”) and for women who did not 
declare their educational level (“Ieduca_4”) are not 
statistically significant at 0.05 level of significance. 

As far as the family status of the mother is concerned, 
there seems to be an interaction effect of unmarried 
mothers (Ifamily_2) with age and education. That is 
why table 1 indicates that unmarried mothers have 
a slightly higher odds ratio for a cesarean section 
(1.04) compared to married mothers, while in reality 
the percentage of unmarried mothers who resorted 
to C‐section was lower than that of married ones (fig‐
ure 4). To disentangle any kind of interaction effect, 
table 3 presents the association between family sta‐
tus and method of delivery, without any other inde‐
pendent variables added in the model.  

It is clear from table 3 that unmarried mothers 
(“Ifamily_2”) are less likely to resort to a C‐section 
than married ones (“Ifamily_1”). Results for those in 
civil partnership (“Ifamily_3”) are not statistically 
significant at the a=0.05. As it was mentioned above, 
women in civil partnership have about the same 
chances of having a C‐section as the married ones.  

Discussion 

This study investigated the escalating rates of ce‐
sarean sections in Greece, a trend that has surpassed 
WHO recommendations and the averages of many 
developed nations. Our analysis, utilizing data from 
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Table 2. Codes and labels of the variables in‐
cluded in the statistical model.

Delivery: 
0  natural 
1  cesarean 

Age: 
1  15‐19 
2  20‐24 
3  25‐29 
4  30‐34 
5  35‐39 
6  40‐44 
7     45+ 

Education: 
1  illiterate or primary school 
2  secondary or post‐secondary 
3  graduate and upper 
4  not declared 

Family status: 
1  within marriage 
2  out of marriage 
3  in civil partnership 

Table 3. Family status as determinant of the method of delivery (univariate aggregate logistic regres‐
sion) 

. xi: logistic delivery i.family_s [fw=greece] 
i.family_s Ifamil_1‐3 (naturally coded; Ifamil_1 omitted) 

Logit Estimates          Number of obs            = 160936 
chi2(2) = 149.99 

Prob > chi2                = 0.0000 
Log Likelihood = ‐107378.31 Pseudo R2                = 0.0007 

Delivery Odds Ratio Std. Err. z P>|z| [95% Conf. Interval] 

Ifamil_2 .8126567 .0140662 ‐11.985 0.000 .7855498 .840699 
Ifamil_3 1.029764 .0192849 1.566 0.117 .9926517 1.068264 
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